was delivered on the 10th of December of the child which formed the subject of the present inquiry. The prisoner went on very well for some days after her confinement ; but from symptoms which the medical attendant then observed, he gave directions that she should be kept perfectly quiet, and that the child should not be allowed to go to her, and also that the prisoner should not be left
by herself. In consequence of these directions, it appeared that for two or three days the prisoner was attended and watched by two women belonging to the parish ; but on the 23rd of December, the day when the alleged murder was perpetrated, it seemed that they had left her, and there was no one in the cottage but the infant and a daughter of the prisoner's, named Ellen, about 13 years old, who had the care of it. About one o'clock in the day, the prisoner, who was in bed, called to the girl Ellen, and told her to bring her the child. The girl at first objected to do so, but the prisoner, in an angry and peremptory tone, insisted that she should, and the girl being alarmed, carried the child to her mother, and laid it on the bed by her side. A short time afterwards, the prisoner called out again to her daughter, and told her to bring her a razor. She asked her what she wanted with a razor, upon which the prisoner said she wished to cut some of the hard skin off her hands. The girl, fearing some mischief, remonstrated with her mother, and asked her not to have the razor till another time; but she again became very angry ; and the girl, it appeared, being terrified, took her one of her father's razors ; but the moment she had done so, ran out of the cottage, intending to give an alarm, but she had hardly reached the door before she heard the infant give a shriek, and on her going into her mother's bedroom, accompanied by some of the neighbours, immediately afterwards, it was discovered that the child was dead, its head having been nearly cut from the trunk, and only remaining attached to it by some portion of the integuments. The prisoner appeared quite calm and collected, and she at once admitted that she had destroyed the child, and said it was what she had all along intended to do; and she added, that she should not care if any one served her the same. The women who had watched with the deceased during the first period of her illness, said that she frequently seemed as though her mind was roving, and often said that she knew she was going to die, and, as she was certain she should go to hell, it might be as well first as last, and other incoherent expressions. All The witness said, that it was his opinion that the prisoner might have known that she was going to kill the child, but at the same time was not aware of the nature of the act she was about to commit; in point of fact, that she acted under a sudden and uncontrollable impulse of the mind.
Lord Denman.?Do you call it a sudden impulse of the mind when a person deliberately asks for a child, and then suffers a quarter of an hour to elapse before the razor is asked for with which the injury then appears to be deliberately inflicted ?
Witness.?I am of opinion that she committed the act under an uncontrollable impulse acting upon a mind previously diseased.
Lord Denman then addressed the jury, and said, that after this evidence, he had no doubt they would come to the conclusion which it was intended to convey, that the prisoner, although she had no doubt committed the act imputed to her, was not legally responsible for it. He must, however, express an opinion that the judgment of the medical gentleman had leen very rashly formed. How 
